! uil‘.td States House u[ Hc;:rcsr:ntatiws

& 1% Subcommittee on National Security,
t -;::} :

\ - Emerging Threats and International Relations

A

B-372 Rayburn Howse Office Bz,
Waskington, [.C. 20515

f..'llr]ilr:]'rlwr S]I..I"n‘s, Connecticut Phone: 202-225- 2545
Chairman Fax: 202.225.2381
For Immediate Release Contact: Robert Briggs

March 17, 2005

Shays Calls Hearing on Anthrax Detections

Rep. Christopher Shays, Chairman of the House Government Reform
Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging Threats and International Relations, today
announced he will convene an oversight hearing April 5 to examine the federal response
to anthrax detections.

“Some time ago, we were told critical gaps remained in detection, sampling and
data analysis protocols for biological contaminants like anthrax,” Shays said. “There also
appeared to be little coordination between federal agencies on filling those scientific and
operational gaps. So we asked the Government Accountability Office (GAO) to study
anthrax detection methodologies and policies.”

GAO findings and recommendations on interagency coordination and validation
of detection methods will be released at the hearing.

Shays added, “More than three years after the anthrax mail attacks, the lack of
standardized detection and testing procedures poses a risk to national security. Every
false positive brings multiple federal agencies stumbling to the scene with no real plan,
and every false negative risks complacency in the face of a lethal threat.”

The hearing will convene Tuesday, April 5, 2 p.m. in room 2154 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C.

Among those invited to testify will be witnesses from: the Department of
Homeland Security, the Department of Health and Human Services, the Department of
Defense, the U.S. Postal Services, the Environmental Protection Agency and the
Association of State Public Health Laboratories.
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Witness List

PANEL ONE

Mr. Keith Rhodes
Chief General Accounting Office Technologist

Government Accountability Office

Ms. Tanya Popovic

Assoc. Director for Science,
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

accompanied by:

Mr. Max Kiefer
Assoc. Director for Emergency Preparedness at
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH)
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Department of Defense

Dana Tulis

Deputy Director for the Office of Emergency Management
Environmental Protection Agency

Accompanied by:

Mr. Mark Durno
On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) EPA Region 5
Environmental Protection Agency

Thomas G. Day
Vice President of Engineering



United States Postal Service

Dr. Katherine Kelley
Director
Department of Public Health Laboratory

PANEL TWO

Mr. William Burrus
President
American Postal Workers Union, AFL-CIO

Dr. Linda D. Stetzenbach
Director, Microbiology Division
Harry Reid Center for Environmental Studies
University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Mr. James H. Schwartz

Chief
Arlington Country Fire Department

Mr. Michael P. Neuhard
Chief
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department

Mr. Phillip Schaenman
President
Tridata Division of System Planning Cooperation
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